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 The Sunn Pest (Eurygaster integriceps Puton) is a major insect pest of wheat and barley in West Asia. 
Feeding by this pest significantly reduces crop yield and quality. Several strains of entomopathogenic fungi 
were isolated from insects in their overwintering sites in Turkey and Syria, and were found to be highly 
pathogenic to Sunn Pest in laboratory bioassays. The next step in the development of these biological agents 
is to determine at what stage in the pest’s life cycle fungi could best be used. Two possibilities are 1) as they 
migrate to the fields in the early spring or 2) in their overwintering sites among the foothills surrounding the 
fields. Six of the most promising isolates were tested in on-plant and in-litter bioassays. Several of the tested 
isolates provided 80-100% mortality within 10 days. Results of these assays will be reported and 
comparisons made between the two assay methods. 
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