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The International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) is one of the 15 centres strategically located all over the world and 

supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR).

ICARDA serves the entire developing world for the improvement of barley, lentil, and faba bean; and dry-area developing countries for the on-farm manage-

ment of water, improvement of nutrition and productivity of small ruminants (sheep and goats), and rehabilitation and management of rangelands. In the 

Central and West Asia and North Africa (CWANA) region, ICARDA is responsible for the improvement of durum and bread wheats, chickpea, pasture and forage 

legumes and farming systems; and for the protection and enhancement of the natural resource base of water, land, and biodiversity.

Mr Geoff  Smith, Chief Executive Offi  cer of the Council of Grain Grower Organizations (COGGO) and I visited ICARDA during 10-13 December 2006. The purpose 

of our visit was to explore opportunities for collaboration and funding; and to discuss progress and future plans for the Australian Centre for International 

Agricultural Research (ACIAR) funded projects, on plant health management in pulses in the CWANA region and germplasm conservation and crop produc-

tion in Iraq. 

Mr Smith presented a seminar on COGGO activities, describing current projects and potential investment opportunities. Two key areas were identifi ed for 

collaboration between ICARDA, COGGO, and UWA: Ascochyta blight resistance in kabuli chickpea, and Fusarium head blight resistance in spring bread wheat. 

ICARDA has developed (and continues to develop) several resistant varieties of both crops, which have been released in Australia or are potentially suited to 

Australian conditions.

Future collaborative opportunities between ICARDA and UWA were discussed in areas of undergraduate and post-graduate training with potential candidates 

from the region (including co-supervision by ICARDA scientists), staff  sabbatical leave at UWA/ICARDA and joint publications. Priority areas of training included: 

plant breeding and molecular genetics, natural resource management, water management and integrated disease and pest management. A Memorandum 

of Understanding (MOU) between ICARDA and UWA is currently being fi nalised to cement the relationship.
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Mr Geoff  Smith, Executive Director COGGO and Prof. Kadambot Siddique, Director IOA, discuss collaborative opportunities with Dr Mahmoud 

Solh, Director General, and Dr William Erskine, Assistant Director General Research, ICARDA, Syria, December 2006.

riculture and resource management areas. We are 

a signifi cant partner in the two new CRC’s, which 

commence in July this year. Our collaboration 

with India and China was further strengthened 

through recent Memorandum of Understandings 

(MOU’s) and research projects. A number of our 

staff  were recognised for their excellence in sci-

entifi c and teaching achievement. We had several 

national and international visitors to the Institute, 

including a high level delegation led by the Vice 

Chancellor of the Universiti Putra Malaysia 

The total number of students in the BSc in Agri-

culture (and the combined degrees with Com-

merce and Economics) has remained fairly consis-

tent over the last seven years. Growth in numbers 

depends on success in attracting students into 

the named agriculture-related programs. This 

appears to be working, with starting loads in our 

degrees being higher in 2007 than in the previ-

ous fi ve years. Our post-graduate numbers are 

also growing with an increasing number of local 

and talented students from overseas countries, 

especially India, China and Pakistan.

Eff ective communication of agricultural research 

and training activities at UWA to the industry, 

farmer groups, collaborators (national and in-

ternational), funding bodies potential students 

and alumni is one of the major objectives of the 

Institute. We have commenced our regular press 

releases (through Brendon Cant and Associates), 

newsletter, big picture lecture series, website and 

other activities. Please contact us if you would 

like to be included in our mailing list.

I am excited about the future direction of the 

Institute of Agriculture and look forward to your 

participation and support.

Professor Kadambot Siddique 

ksiddique@fnas.uwa.edu.au
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