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CLIMA grows into phase 
three at UWA

A dynamic project, aimed to increase landhold-

ers overall knowledge of and capacity to manage 

soil health throughout the agricultural zone of 

Western Australia, was initiated in 2006. Dr Dan 

Murphy, Leader of the Soil Biology group at UWA 

together with Dr Frances Hoyle (Department of 

Agriculture and Food Western Australia), lead this 

project. 

The aim of the project is to conduct on-farm bench-

marking of soil health parameters with the long-term 

goal of developing methods to monitor aspects of soil 

health related to productivity and ecosystem mainte-

nance. On-ground work in this project includes:

assessing grainbelt catchments for soil health 

issues,

identifying the current level of knowledge for 

soil health issues and management in various 

regions,

conducting workshops with landholders to im-

prove soil health knowledge, and; 

establishing long-term monitoring sites. 

Dr Murphy and Dr Hoyle have been liaising with farmer 

groups to determine sites for soil sampling. Groups in-

terested in soil health are organising fi fteen to twenty 

farmers in their group to nominate two paddocks for 

sampling, preferable sown to wheat in 2007. The in-

volved growers, and any other interested landholders, 

are invited to a general information workshop at the 

start of the year to fi nd out about the project activi-

•

•

•

•

The status of youth in rural areas
Professor Matthew Tonts mtonts@cyllene.uwa.edu.au
Over the last two decades there has been a steady decline in the number of youth 

moving into rural communities throughout Australia (Table shows migration trends 

for the grainbelt region). Generally, inland agricultural communities are the most seri-

ously impacted by this trend. Coupled with high rates of youth out-migration, many 

rural communities are facing diffi  culties in attracting youth to fi ll skilled job vacancies 

and apprentice positions. Declining youth in-migration also has social consequences, 

eff ectively reducing the capacity of rural communities to replenish their skill base and 

social networks through traditional avenues. 

During 2006 the Institute for Regional Development at UWA conducted a study to iden-

tify how perceptions of living and working in Western Australia’s grianbelt infl uenced 

university students and graduates willingness to move to these regions for work. This 

study built on previous research which identifi ed the major factors that infl uence rural 

based youth to move away from country areas. The major reason why youth leave rural 

areas is to access employment, education and social opportunities available in larger 

towns and cities. This recent study examining urban based youth intentions to move to 

rural areas found that some of the barriers to youth moving to rural areas were: 

A perception that small rural communities were largely socially isolating compared to 

the social opportunities available in large towns and cities.   

Rural areas and industries off er minimal opportunities for career advancement. In 

particular those involved in law and business felt that rural areas off ered little in the 

way of career advancement. On the other hand, those in natural and agricultural sci-

ences, education and medicine expressed more optimism about the potential career 

opportunities in rural areas. 

When comparing the responses of those who live, or had lived, in rural areas to those 

that had little experience in rural communities it was found that the perceptions of the 

fi rst group were far more positive than for the latter. Those that had previously lived in 

the region were far more likely to move back to rural areas than those that had limited 

connection with rural communities. 

Addressing soil 
health in Western 
Australia
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CLIMA Director, Professor Neil Turner, DAFWA researchers Dr An-

gelo Loi and Bradley Nutt and GRDC Western Panel Chairman, Neil 

Young of Kojonup at the commercial release this week of AGWEST 

Sothis, the world’s fi rst commercial variety of Eastern star clover.
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Innovation in legume science and technology 

remains the focus of the Centre for Legumes 

in Mediterranean Agriculture (CLIMA) as it 

moves into its third phase as a research centre 

within UWA.

CLIMA has been headquartered at UWA’s Crawley 

campus since commencing in 1992 as a Co-op-

erative Research Centre (CRC) and transform-

ing in 2000, after its CRC phase ended, into a 

research alliance between the WA Department of 

Agriculture and Food (DAFWA), UWA, CSIRO and 

Murdoch University. The current memorandum 

of understanding between the four partners con-

cludes on June 30, 2007.

Recently the CLIMA Board endorsed a plan to 

continue CLIMA as a research centre at UWA from 

July 1, with continued collaboration with DAFWA, 

CSIRO and Murdoch University.  Announcing the 

new phase, CLIMA Board Chairman and UWA Fac-

ulty of Natural and Agricultural Sciences Dean, 

Professor Alistar Robertson said industry input 

to CLIMA’s operations would be facilitated by the 

Advisory Board to the UWA Institute of Agricul-

ture. CLIMA Director from 2001 to 2006, Professor 

Kadambot Siddique, is Director of the Institute.

Professor Neil Turner, who in August last year suc-

ceeded Professor Siddique as CLIMA Director, will 

continue in that role, as originally planned, until 

retiring at the end of June 2007, when UWA will 

appoint a new Director. According to Professor 

Turner, who spent 30 years with CSIRO and has 

been involved with CLIMA since its inception, 

CLIMA will retain its focus on benefi cial outcomes 

for WA growers and maintaining strong links to 

other Australian and overseas legume research 

groups. The international links include several 

important projects with the International Cen-

tre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas 

(ICARDA) in Syria and the International Crops 

Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRI-

SAT) in India.

ties and explain some of the soil analyses. A fi nal 

workshop is run in the following year to provide 

all the soil and production data and discuss con-

straints and how their catchment compares to 

other regions.  

The Soil Health Initiative project was a major con-

tributor to the inaugural Western Australian Soil 

Health Forum held in March 2007 at UWA. An 

interactive website, being developed as part of 

the project, was launched by Dr Murphy at the 

Forum. The site (www.soilquality.org.au) will be 

a database of all results from the soil and plant 

sampling conducted through the soil health proj-

ect. Landholders will be able to enter their soil 

test results to compare to State and/or catchment 

averages. Factsheets, articles and case duties will 

also be available to download form the site. 

This soil health project is being conducted 

through UWA and funded by the Avon Catch-

ment Council (ACC), Land and Water Australia, 

Grains Research and Development Corporation 

(GRDC) and South Coast Regional Initiative Plan-

ning Team (SCRIPT) through the National Action 

Plan for Salinity and Water Quality. This collabora-

tive research eff ort has developed excellent links 

across government agencies, regional councils, 

local grower groups and agribusiness. Samples from diff erent layers in the soil profi le are examined.
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