Levy to back research on date palms

A small tax can help fund study that is crucial 'to improve sustainability and production of the trees’

By SHIEENA AL Mowats
stafl Heporter

Abu Dhabi The Internacional
Centre for Agricultural Re-
scarch in Dry Arcas (Icar-
da} plans ro mtroduce a
lewvy on the palm produc-
vion industey to fund more
yesearch, the director gen-
eral said vesterday,

“Many research  pro-
arammes should be devel-
eped to peperate knowl-
edge to improve sustain-
ability and proaduction of
palm rees” Dr Adel El Balr-
agy =aid.

Agro-management

“& small levy can help
fund rescarch that is cru-
cial for producers in terms
of farming, packaging and
distribution.
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The agrcuttural sedufs{umh:tmtndmﬂﬂphasm

to Dh5

billian in 19%9 from from Dho.3 billion in 1998; from Dh9.04 billion in
2000 to DHG.T billicn in 2001 and to DRIO.S billion in 2002. -
Planning ministry’s figuanes shaw the LIAE has I:-ummmnfm

Biggest date producess in the world,

“Bur  we  dont have
enough information on the
gone characteristic of palm
reees in the region,” he said.
Wlzo,  agro-managcment
and post harvest processing
and handling methodolo-
gies need to be improved ™

El Beltagy was speaking

o the sidelines of a three-
day regional workshop enti-
tled Date Palm Develop-
ment in the Arabian Penin-
sula, which was held in co-
operation with UAE Univer-
sity and the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council.

Another problem, he said,

is controlling pests that af-
feet the trees. The work-
shop, opened by Sheikh
Mahvan  bin Mubarak Al
Mahvan, Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific
Research, will assess the
problems and constraints
tacing the development of
date palms and prepare a
scientific programme based
on modern technology to
overcome the problems.

Theib  Oweis, Tcarda's
water management spe-
cialist, said water conser-
vation is another major
CONCErn amnn;i.', gn\'::-rn-
meTits.

“learda is collaborating
with research institutions
to develop programmes to
reduce the amount of wa-
ter given to each palm tree.
Water is a critical resource

and palm trecs requirne a lot
of watcr. Through re-
search, the same amount of
water used for one tree can
be used for many more. We
want to improve the palm
tree isell by making it
mere econemical, produc-
tive and free of diseases.”
he said.

Scientific journal

Icarda also plans to pub-
lish a scicntific journal on
palm trees.

“Tcarda is taking on an
additional role in the Ara-
bian Peninsula through its
palm development project,
which comes in responsc
te a decision by the GCC
Minmisters of Agriculture,”
said Saced Mobammed Al
Fagabani, Minister of Agri-
culture and Fisheries.





