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By Asma Ali Zain
DUBAI — The International
Centre for Agricultural Re-
search in the Diry Areas (lcar-
da), in collaboration with the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries, organised a seminar
yesterday to discuss the way
information technology {IT)
can help farmers make viable
use of agricutural water for
their crops. The seminar was
y D lan McCann,
Irrigation and Water Manage-
ment Specialist, University of
Delaware, LISA.

D nHtﬂann discussed the
widys IT can spread infor-
mation to Imh#z;ﬁ, mundcipali-
ties, government agencies and
privale companies. “Utilising
water efficiently cannot be pos-
sible until and unless other

components that affect it are at
work,” he said. -

A comprehensive method.

has to be worked out wh

wastage of water is minimised,

He said w of water can
OCCuT as a of many fac-
#tors, which include poor irriga-

would provide information re= tion scheduling besides poor

ing proper utilisation of
irrigation water to smell
farmhers, proper dissemination
of the information and getting
le together to present in-
m;lﬁmeas.uy, he added.
to Khalegj Times, Dr
MeCann said that in future, IT
will help provide information
about on the utilisation of wa-
ter for a certain crop to small
farmers on their mobiles.
Elaborating, Dr MeCann said
that a simple approach of using
irrigation water more effi-
ciently is by ing an irri-
ment strategies so that the

madntenance and operation of
irrigation prient,
models were available, such as
an automated weather station
to  estifnate water
and make all the caleu-
Dr Mmmlzu that the re-
gional netw mechamism
that maximises collabora-
tion among researchers and sci-
entists in the Ambian Penin-
sula can also in exchange
of knowledge, i anad
expertise, both regionally and
internationally.



